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is the author of Everyday Lives in the Global City: The Delinking of
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lization’’) (Bielefeld: Transcript, 2002); and coauthor with Graham Tay-
lor of Globalization, Modernity and Social Change: Hotspots of
Transition (London: Palgrave, 2007).

Heidi Fichter-Wolf (FichterH@irs-net.de) holds a PhD in political
science, and since 1999 has been employed as a research associate at the
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recent work has focused on learning and capacity-building on the regio-
nal level, institutional change, regional governance, and knowl-
edge-based urban development. She is engaged in the IRS project
‘‘Knowledge-based urban development,’’ where she focuses especially
on cross-border cooperation in the field of higher learning.

Katrin Großmann (katrin.grossmann@ufz.de) studied sociology and
cultural studies in Marburg, Germany. In her PhD thesis she examined
discourse on urban shrinkage in Chemnitz, Germany, asking what chan-
ges in patterns of perceptions occur, and to what extent the growth
paradigm is challenged by urban shrinkage. At present she researches the
possible future trajectories of large housing estates in Brno in the Czech
Republic, focusing on the triangle of demographic change, urban restruc-
turing, and image development, in the Department of Urban and En-
vironmental Sociology at the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Re-
search (UFZ) in Leipzig, Germany. Theoretically, she is concerned with
the symbolic differentiation of cities, cultural change, housing, and urban
development. Methodologically her expertise is in qualitative research;
recently she has been examining the possibilities of integrating visual
methods into urban research, as well as questions of combined qualita-
tive and quantitative approaches.
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the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research (UFZ) in Leipzig,
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postsocialist transition and its regional pathways and peculiarities in
southeastern Poland. During recent years, she has dealt with the develop-
ment of border regions, transborder cooperation, and national minority
issues in East Central Europe, as well as with European urban develop-
ment in a comparative perspective. Her current research looks at the
impact of demographic and social change on Eastern European cities,
focusing on Poland and the Czech Republic. She has published a number
of books, papers, and book chapters on these issues.
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urban planning. After teaching (at Constance University) and urban
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Research, in the ‘‘Governance of Creative Industries’’ research group.
His current research activities are in the field of creative and knowledge
industries, entrepreneurship, milieu analysis, and urban and regional
governance. He has worked as a consultant in urban and regional
planning, as well as in the creative industries, and has been selected as
a member of the expert team for the International Building Exhibition
(IBA) in Sachsen-Anhalt, Foundation Bauhaus Dessau. Apart from re-
searching, he lectures at the universities of Kassel, Potsdam, Dortmund,
and Berlin. Between 2003 and 2006 he was coadvisor to the Bauhaus
Kolleg international postgraduate urban studies program. For further
information and publications, see www.bastianlange.de.
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Mickiewicz University, Poznań. He was a research fellow at the Via-
drina European University, Frankfurt an den Oder, Germany in the
years 2003-2006. He holds a PhD in sociology. His research interests
include urban studies, migration studies, postcolonial theory, and qua-
litative methods of social research. He has published 20 articles in
Polish, English, and German in peer-reviewed journals and collections
of articles.

Jarosław Mikołajec (zaporoze@o2.pl) holds a PhD in philosophy and
an MA in geography. He works as an assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Applied Social Sciences at the Silesian University of Techno-
logy in Gliwice, Poland. He is the author of over 20 publications on the
history of social thought, political geography and urban sociology.

Michal Nowosielski (nowosielski@iz.poznan.pl) has a PhD in sociology,
and is a research fellow at the Institute for Western Affairs in Poznań,
Poland. His research interests include civil society, social activism,
social movements, the third sector, and migration studies. He is the
author of over 30 publications concerning these issues, among them
Trzeci sektor w Polsce i w Niemczech (‘‘The Third Sector in Poland and
Germany,’’ Institute for Western Affairs Working Papers no 43, Poznań
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2006) and the editor with Marek Nowak of Czy społeczny bezruch?
O aktywności i społeczeństwie obywatelskim we współczesnej Polsce
(‘‘Social non-movement? Social Activity and Civil Society in Contem-
porary Poland.’’ Poznań: Instytut Zachodni, 2006).

Marek Nowak (kawon.m@amu.edu.pl) has a PhD in Sociology, and is
a lecturer in the Institute of Sociology at Adam Mickiewicz University
in Poznań, Poland. He is the author and coauthor of articles about Polish
civil society in the socio-historical perspective, including Od ‘‘próżni
socjologicznej’’ do ‘‘społecznego bezruchu.’’ Uwarunkowania ewolucji
społeczeństwa obywatelskiego w latach 80. i 90. (‘‘From ’Sociological
Vacuum’ to ’social non-movement’: The Conditions of civil society
evolution in the 80s and 90s,’’ ed. Marek Nowak and Michał Nowosiel-
ski. Poznań: Wydawnictwo Wyższej Szkoły Bankowej, 2005); ‘‘Modele
rewolucji’’ Hannah Arendt a ‘‘rewolucja Solidarności’’. Próba inter-
pretacji dyskursu po 25 latach (‘‘The Arendtian Model of Revolution
and the Solidarity Revolution: Discourse interpretation after 25 Years’’)
in O rewolucji. Obrazy radykalnej zmiany społecznej (ed. K. Brzechczyn
and M. Nowak. Poznań: Wydawnictwo IF, 2007). His other research
interest is local community: see Autorytaryzacja i depolityzacja?
Elementy socjo-historycznej diagnozy władzy lokalnej po transformacji
(‘‘Authoritarisation and Depolitization? Elements of Socio-historical Dia-
gnosis of Local Power in the Time of Posttransformation’’) in Demo-
kracja. Samorząd. Prawo (Poznań: Wydawnictwo IF, 2007). Co-editor
with Krzysztof Brzechczyn of O rewolucji. Obrazy radykalnej zmiany
społecznej (‘‘About revolution: Pictures of Radical Social Change.’’
Poznań: Wydawnictwo IF, 2007).

Dieter Rink (dieter.rink@ufz.de) studied cultural science and humanities
at the University of Leipzig, Germany. In his doctoral thesis, he dealt
with philosophical discourses in Russia and the Soviet Union, and in
1990 obtained a PhD in philosophy for this work. From 1991-1994 he
worked at the Science Centre Berlin on the topic of social movements,
and was involved in a comparison between Eastern and Western social
movement organisations. Since 1994 he has been a member of the staff
at the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research (UFZ), initially in
Department of Applied Landscape Ecology. Currently he works as
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senior researcher in the Department of Urban and Environmental Socio-
logy. Since 2000 he has been an honorary professor at the University of
Applied Sciences in Mittweida, Germany. His main research topics are
urban development and urban ecology, concepts of sustainability, and
the environmental movement.

Annett Steinführer (annett.steinfuehrer@ufz.de) studied in Leipzig,
Glasgow, and Brno, and holds an MA in Sociology and East European
Studies. She currently works as a researcher at the Helmholtz Centre for
Environmental Research (UFZ) in Leipzig, Germany, in the Department
of Urban and Environmental Sociology. Her PhD thesis, completed in
2002, focused on urban transition in Eastern Germany and the Czech
Republic, with specific emphasis on residential location decisions, hou-
sing market change, and the changing patterns of residential segregation.
Her major fields of work are currently socio-spatial inequality and
demographics in urban areas, the postsocialist transition in eastern Ger-
many and East Central Europe, the sociology of risk, and also the
methodological issues of sociological and housing research.

Marcin Tujdowski (tujdowski@iz.poznan.pl) holds a MA in socio-
logy, and is an assistant at the Institute for Western Affairs in Poznań,
Poland. He is the author of Asymilacja a tożsamość mniejszości
narodowej. Przypadek Serbołużyczan (‘‘Assimilation and identity of
a national minority. The case of the Sorbs,’’ Institute for Western Affairs
Working Papers no 40, Poznań 2006) and the coeditor of the quarterly
Siedlisko. Dziedzictwo kulturowe i tożsamość społeczności na Ziemiach
Zachodnich i Północnych (‘‘The Abode: Cultural Heritage and Identity
of the Localities from the Polish Northern and Western Territories’’).
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